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repeated in Spain. There is the same sudden
craving for reading, which has made the selling
of second-hand books in the streets of Madrid the
most lucrative of all trades. Here too, circulating
libraries are being installed in every town, in every
village with a garrison, and in every trench. Here
too, throughout the press, interest in the congress is
so great as to overshadow even the military opera-
tions on the various fronts. Here too, the writers
are not just among themselves : factory girls, boys
of the Alerta, university students, and militiamen
take part in the discussions. Soldiers were showing
us the banners captured at Brunete, at the same time
as the stolen feminine trinkets that had been found
on a Fascist officer. The words of their leader,
" We are writing history with these bayonets/3
was no empty phrase.

The writers' congress in Madrid was, also from
the technical point of view, better organized than
any I ever attended. A staff of young enthusiastic
artists performed miracles, the full significance of
which can only be understood by somebody who
has lived in Spain during the war. The waiters'
trade union and the town council of Madrid made
it a point of honour to make such arrangements as
to prevent their foreign guests from noticing any
difference in the standard of living between Paris